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A WINDOW INTO BEIRUT’S GOLDEN YOUTH
NUCLEUS, IN THE HEART OF BEIRUT CITY
Diane Mazloum

An eclectic mix of genres ; graphic novel, diary, pamphlet,
sketchbook, storyboard – Nucleus is many things at the same
time. It highlights the extravagant reality of the Levantine city
and acts as a potent antidote to the superficiality it often indulges
in. While the champagne bubbles explode and the minds agitate,
the lights continue to shine bright. From the top of her plush
residential tower, Mazloum contemplates and takes us on a tour of
a microcosm sample of Beirut.

ORIGINAL TITLE: Nucleus,
En plein coeur de Beyrouth City
FORMAT: 19,5 x 26 cm / 149 pages / 25 EUROS
GRAPHIC NOVEL / Published October 2009

« To avoid the living room windows imploding from a nearby
explosion, we’ve decided to leave them open. When it calms down,
I creep in to have a look. The noise has faded and the wind is
strong. I step onto the balcony but vertigo makes me rush back to
my bedroom. I take my slippers off; they’re full of dust, a butterfly
has managed to clasp itself on. Delicately, I place it on the ridge
of the window to help it fly away. When all this will be over, we’ll
have to think of calling a team of exterminators, especially for
the insects. »
Born in 1980, Diane grew up in Rome and studied astrophysics in
Paris before switching to graphic design at the American University
of Beirut. She now lives in Beirut. Dissecting life with humour, her
unique eye observes the city, its society and the invisible threads
that link it altogether. Nucleus is her first novel.
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VOICES OF LEBANESE WRITERS
WHY I WRITE
According to 50 francophone Lebanese writers
Why do we write ? 50 Lebanese authors share the stories and
anecdotes that led them to their vocation. How did they come
to write and publish their first book ? Why did they choose
French over Arabic or English ? This anthology, produced in the
framework of Beirut’s celebration as world book capital in 2009
reflects an incredible diversity and a fascinating exploration
into the motivations of writers. In light of the country’s political
fragility, we hope this common theme will succeed in showing
Lebanon’s literary wealth.

ORIGINAL TITLE: Pourquoi j’écris
Selon 50 Auteurs Libanais Francophones
FORMAT: 15,5 x 23 cm / 223 pages / 20 EUROS
ANTHOLOGY / Published October 2009

“ The confessions are at
times funny, at times moving,
but also surprisingly simple
or incredibly erudite. ”
L’Orient le Jour – October 2009
“ The foremost writers,
as well as less famous ones,
open their hearts and minds –
the result is surprising. ”
ELLE Oriental – November 2009
“ A ‘who’s who’ and a
‘who writes what’ concentrate
from the country of Cedars. ”
Femme Magazine – December 2009

« But who knows ? Maybe what remains is what we write, without
asking how or why ? » Sobhi Habchi.
« I write because what is human is familiar to me, because there
are voices that scream at night, because there are broken bodies
left by the sea. Literature is pointless, I know, but indifference is
intolerable. » Ramy Zein.
« Writing is also that aptitude of suspending time in flight… never
have I felt so alive as when I write. » Yasmine Ghata
With the contributions of Guy Abela, Zeina Abirached,
Mounir Abou Debs, Fifi Abou Dib, Nassar Abou Khalil, Camille
Aboussouan, Hoda Adi, Thérèse Aouad Basbous, Jocelyne Awad,
Georgine Ayoub, Roula Azar Douglas, Ritta Baddoura, Rita Bassil
El Ramy, Mona Bassil, Antoine Boulad, Carmen Boustani, Michel
Cassir, Yasmine Char, Georges G. Corm, Carole Dagher, Rudolf
Daher, Zahida Darwiche Jabbour, Frida Debbané, Gisèle Eid, Nabil
El Azan, Michèle Gharios, Yasmine Ghata, Joëlle Giappesi, Sobhi
Habchi, Flavia Haddad, Mirna Hanna, Nada Heleiwa, Bélinda
Ibrahim, Jamil Jabre, Percy Kemp, Yasmine Khlat, Vénus Khoury
Ghata, Elie Maakaroun, Georgia Makhlouf, Robert Malek, Diane
Mazloum, Alexandre Najjar, Fady Noun, Myra Prince, Nohad
Salameh, Salah Stétié, Alain Tasso, Yasmina Traboulsi, Ramy Zein
and Sabah Zouein.
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REKINDLING WITH KHALIL GIBRAN’S
MYSTICISM
MUSINGS ON LIFE
Nassar Abou Khalil
Nassar Abou Khalil digs deep into his altruistic self to find the right
words to heal the disarray of one friend and appease the worries
of another. Frequently solicited by the people around him for his
sincere loyalty, he makes sure to pass on a better life ethic to his
friends, showing in the process that he is an exceptional source of
inspiration and advice. A life guru if you will, without the negative
connotations that word can imply.

ORIGINAL TITLE: Regards sur l’existence
FORMAT: 16 x 24cm / 130 pages / 20 EUROS
LETTERS / Published October 2008

“ He seems to be talking
to each and everyone of us. ”
Iloubnan.Info – October 2008
“ A book to see the light
when night falls. ”
L’Orient le Jour – October 2008

« If your words are true, if you vouch for their content and
meaning, they will be as precious as silence… and sometimes even
more. Because there are noisy silences, full of undertones, silent
words that lead to interior peace and calm. And it is that silence
that counts, not that of the language – which is only apparent. »
Born in 1955 in Beirut, Nassar Abou Khalil has been on a constant
search for clues into the meaning of life, far from the pomposities
of academics and religious instances. He lived 28 years in Paris
earning a PhD in law and becoming a fierce defender of individual
liberties. Part forced, part voluntary exile, Abou Khalil’s Parisian
years represent for him a time of transformation and inner
reflection. Musings on Life is the product of the letters Abou Khalil
wrote to his friends during those years.

“ Lebanese literature
continues to echo the mysticism
and Zen attitude so dear to
Khalil Gibran. ”
ELLE Oriental – October 2008
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A LEBANESE PLAY INSPIRED BY BECKETT
MY DARLING
Morgane Gauvin
Hayete is the adaptation of Avant-Guard, a theatrical play created
on the Lebanese stage in May 2009. The text in its current form is
the fruit of a collective work that invites the reader to re-invent it
every time, like a piece of raw material that every one can model to
his fancy and according to his or her own history.

ORIGINAL TITLE: Hayete
FORMAT: 14 x 18,5 cm / 95 pages / 15 EUROS
THEATRE / Published September 2009

“ Gauvin becomes a
kind of filter that gathers
the perceptions of others. ”
L’Orient le Jour – May 2009
“ An intimate revolution in the
minds of each individual. ”
L’Hebdo Magazine – May 2009
“ Hayete is filled with
life – we are transported
into a kind of circus, a
metaphor for Lebanon. ”
ELLE Oriental - January 2010

No medium – whether literary, cinematographic, musical - can
represent the Lebanese war in its entirety. For the author of
Hayete, Lebanon remains a fascinating but frustrating mystery.
The only way to confront this enigma and come to terms with
it is to take it on and surprise oneself with the result. Engaging,
failing, starting again… Hayete is the sum of these trials. It can also
become something else. Every reading is a first time.
« Tableau IV, scene 1
The Clown : I love life, I cherish it. I admire Laila…
Laila : I haven’t chosen to be here. I am not yet free of this first
something. Had I been able to chose, I would have a reason to
start and continue… but here, someone else has decided for me, in
my place, to make me live. »
Born in 1987 Morgane Gauvin studied abroad most of her life and
landed in Lebanon between 2002 and 2006. There, she discovered a
fascinating country filled with question marks. In 2005 she created
the play Amuse-gueules, with two Lebanese actresses. She then
studies at the National Conservatory of Nice in France, pursuing
degrees in philosophy and literature at the same time. In 2008,
she presented in Nice the play Sublime Désorientation, followed
in May 2009 with Avant-Guard, her play based on Lebanon.
That same year, she presented Recommence-moi at the Théâtre
du Temps in Paris. She is currently working on a film between
Lebanon and France.
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THE NEW VOICES OF LEBANESE POETRY
MAELSTRÖM
Mona Bassil
Mona Bassil’s poems and pictures show us a captivating Lebanon.
Attaching and disconcerting, its dark past plunges us into a deep
anger. So often torn apart and used, what has become of Lebanon’s
heart ? We would like to support it, as Mona Bassil does in her
poetry. In the horror of the night her poems are a message for
peace and a declaration of love. Between the Land of El and the
disillusions of nature, Mona Bassil’s sun gets muddled and the
wind tires. Maelström is the fruit of 15 years of poetry writing,
gathered in one volume and divided into three parts. The first deals
with Lebanon‘s mythologies and wars, the second with nature,
melancholia and nostalgia and the third with love.
ORIGINAL TITLE: Maelström
FORMAT: 14 x 18,5 cm / 94 pages / 15 EUROS
POETRY / Published Septembre 2009

“ Maelström is a an
emotional whirlwind. ”
ELLE Oriental - January 2010

« Despite the brambles that have lacerated and disfigured your
cheeks / Despite your lassitude and torments / Despite the halfmen / who have carefully dismembered you / I can only love you
more / You, the fire of Hope / You, the tears of the Mediterranean
/ You, whose land revels in blood / You, whose summits blind the
assailants / You, the continents’ compass / I bow to You / So great
in your resistance / so beautiful in your chaos / so full of light
under our skies. »

“ A homage to her country ; a
message of hope to all those who
stayed and a thought for those
who have left it behind. ”
Focus Magazine - January 2010

Mona Bassil was born in 1979, and took to writing at a very young
age. In 2000 she earned a degree in communications with honors
from the American Lebanese University, specializing in television
and journalism. She now works for local television stations and
magazines.
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ONE OF LEBANON’S FOREMOST
FRANCOPHONE POETS
ALAIN TASSO, ANTHOLOGY – 11 CRITICAL TEXTS
Painter, critic and professor of aesthetics and art history at SaintJoseph University in Beirut, Alain Tasso is that author of many
books, including a dozen poetry volumes illustrated by his ink
paintings and those of Egon Schiele, Michelangelo and Raphael.
His work has received numerous prizes and is the subject of
several studies, including one that writes of his work along with
Y. Bonnefoy, P. Ceylan and S. Qasimodo (see La Neige Écarlate,
Gisèle Vanhese – Dar an Nahar 2003). In 2005, he received the
distinction of Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres from the French
government. His poems are including in the anthology Poésies de
langue française (Seghers, Paris 2008).

ORIGINAL TITLE: Alain Tasso Anthologie
– 11 Textes Critiques
FORMAT: 14,5 x 20 cm / 328 pages / 25 Euros
ANTHOLOGY / Published Septembre 2010

« Multiple semantic peelings, enigmatic sedimentations that
question rather that fix… in 10 short poems Tasso manages to
sum up the quintessence of his themes and vocabulary, evoking
in the mind of the reader familiar with his poetry, an ensemble
of images, ideas and emotions. » Joseph TARRAB. « The great
poet integrates doubt, but overcomes it constantly… In truth,
the poet is the opener. And we follow him blindly, ‘just to see’ »
Daniel LEUWERS. « The experience that Alain Tasso makes us
live is a rare and singular event. With just one formula the poet,
like a physician or a mathematician, occasionally manages to
synthesize a vast domain of reality… For Alain Tasso, it is up to us
to interrogate the universe. » NIMROD
Thanks to his purely literary and very personal style, Alain Tasso
juggles a dense and at times upsetting quill ; his sensitive and
eclectic poetry, completely unclassifiable, deserves to be read with
interest. This anthology is preceded by numerous critical penned
by academics and fellow writers who Tasso knows or admires
and whom he has put together for the good of universal poetry.
Amongst them, Hoda Adib, Issam Assaf, Mirelle Issa, Jalal Khoury,
Daniel Leuwers, Nimrod, Arkadiusz Plonka, Joseph Tarrab, Elie
Yazbeck, Movses Zirani and Sabah Zouein.
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A HISTORICAL DRAMA SET IN SYRIA
MY HEART REMAINS IN PALMYRA
Raphaël Toriel

Raphaël Toriel is a Franco-Lebanese play-write and novelist. His
childhood was spent in Alexandria and Beirut, at the side of Yvette
Sursock a local TV celebrity and theatre actress. After studying
law he started his own business in France and has since published
a dozen books, including several plays. He lives with his wife, the
Lebanese painter Rana Raouda in Annecy, France.

ORIGINAL TITLE: J’ai le coeur à Palmyre
FORMAT: 15,5 x 21 cm / 240 pages / 20 Euros
NOVEL / Published June 2010

“ Raphaël Toriel analyses
our humanity with enthusiastic
precision ; its limits and beauty
through Queen Zenobia’s
unachievable quest. ”
Zahi Haddad – iLoubnan.info
“ This summer we’re
reading Raphael Toriel’s superb
novel about Queen Zenobia, the
early oriental freedom fighter. ”

« What did you expect to find Aurelian, a docile lamb ? My father
called me “khamsin” after that hot dry southern desert wind
that tramples the sand dunes, darkens the sky, burns the eyes,
inflames the minds and maddens the hearts. But you expected
a coarse matron, didn’t you ? I am Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra,
whose glory illuminates the Orient! I admired the audacious
general, the inspired strategist, but like all men, your courage is
only for dying and for women, you have nothing but contempt. »
From her idyllic childhood spent frolicking in the Mediterranean,
to her golden exile in Rome, Toriel draws the intimate and very
human portrait of the little known Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra.
Through a series of letters sent in captivity to her old teacher,
“Zeina” recounts the rise and fall of one of the most famous queens
of the Orient. A strategic thinker, she was also a seductive woman
who tried to liberate her Levantine empire from the conquering
appetites of Rome and Persia. Resisting the armies of Aurelian, she
loses the political fight, but does a secret love seal a much-needed
alliance for Zenobia and Palmyra ?

ELLE Oriental - June 2010

ÉDITIONS DE
LA REVUE PHÉNICIENNE

SIÈGE DE L A REVUE PHÉNICIENNE B.P. 11-221 Beyrouth Liban Tél +961(0)1614860 Fax +961(0)1614749
Email info@revuephenicienne.com RESPONSABLE PRESSE Carole Corm carole.corm@revuephenicienne.com

RESPONSABLE ÉDITORIALE Patricia Elias patricia.elias@revuephenicienne.com www.revuephenicienne.com

LES ÉDITIONS DE LA REVUE PHÉNICIENNE
Beyrouth — Liban
Depuis 1920

Communiqué De Presse
THE MIRACLES OF THE MADONNA
OF SEVEN PAINS
Charles Corm

ORIGINAL TITLE: Les Miracles de la Madone
aux Sept Douleurs
FORMAT: 10,5 x 15 cm / 224 pages / 15 Euros
TALES / Reprinted October 2010

A COLLECTION OF
SHORT STORIES
FROM LEBANON IN
THE MIDST OF THE
FIRST WORLD WAR

Charles Corm was born in 1894. He was the son of Lebanon’s
first modern painter, Daoud Corm. In 1919, he founded La Revue
Phenicienne, a pioneering Lebanese journal written in French that
officiated as a cultural and political platform for many thinkers of
the period. Following a trip to the United States, Corm became Ford
automobile’s agent for the Middle East. Yet he soon returned to
literature, in 1934 he published the Sacred Mountain (La Montagne
Inspirée), an ode to Lebanon and its independence. He also
contributed to the creation of the National Library and Museum. In
1939, for the New York World’s Fair, he set up at his own expense
the first Lebanese pavilion celebrating its culture and history. As
the French consul in New York remarked with some bitterness,
the pavilion was far from the area reserved for Europe’s colonies
and no mention was made of France. Until his death in 1963, Corm
published numerous essays, short stories and poems.
« Amongst the most illustrious characters that fill our histories,
legends, plays, poems and novels, the humble saint is by far the
most extraordinary hero of the human adventure. (…) he has shed
everything we desire. He has torn himself from all the things we
aim for and turned his back to worldly pleasures, fortune and
glory. He has imposed on himself to have nothing on Earth but
renouncement. »
The Miracles of the Madonna of Seven Pains comprises four tales
by Charles Corm. The Christmas Tale bares the sufferings of Oum
Girgi, a mother broken by the death of her son during the First
World War. The New Year’s Tale recounts the painful exile of Oum
Tannous. The Palms Tale brings us back through Oum Farid to
the height of the famine that hit Lebanon between 1915 and 1918.
Published between 1948 and 1949 in a limited edition, the tales have
never been officially distributed ; they remain ‘semi-published’ so
to speak. They are followed by Les Anges du Liban, a study tracing
the lives of Lebanese saints – amongst them the Canaanite, Saint
Pamphilia and Saint Marina - published in the local press in 1950.
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A WELL-MEASURED THRILLER
TELL ME AT DUSK
Yasmine Khlat
Yasmine Khlat was born in Ismaïlia, Egypt of Lebanese parents.
She started off her career in film before devoting herself fully to
writing. Vous me direz au crépuscule is her fourth book, after
three novels published by the prestigious French publishing house
Le Seuil ; Le Diamentaire in 2006, Partition Libre pour Isabelle
in 2004 and Le Désespoir est un pêché in 2001, which received the
Prix des Cinq Continents de la Francophonie, a prize honouring a
work of francophone literature.

ORIGINAL TITLE: Vous me direz au crépuscule
FORMAT: 15,5 x 21 cm / 112 pages / 18 Euros
NOVEL / Published October 2010

« — You love him Claire. — No, I love the time that brings us
together, even if it’s a time of absence. I remember those words
very well, punctuated by a light sigh. She was a one or two step
ahead. Her long straight brown hair glimmered in the fading
light of the staircase. I feared these word would come back to me
one day, like an echo that would say something about her. »
The charming sociologist Hortense Zemima is conducting an
unusual thesis on the strange recurrence of suicides in a particular
family. Weighed down with scientific details her thesis takes
an unexpected turn with the arrival of Zemima’s new assistant.
The young Claire has joined the ageing academic in the secluded
convent in the hope of helping her finish her work. For Claire,
Zemina’s cold approach appears to hide something of deeply
personal. An impeding and oppressive danger looms. In this
chiselled text, each word is carefully considered and the long
pauses become as relevant as the words on paper. You can almost
hear the characters’ forced silence as the author delicately shreds
each piece of the mystery. It’s up to the reader to pick up on the
clues in this masterfully constructed story.
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LA REVUE PHÉNICIENNE
The complete 1919 collection
Charles Corm

FORMAT: 22 x 29 cm / 228 pages / 35 Euros
Published October 2010

THE FIRST
POLITICAL AND
CULTURAL JOURNAL
FROM LEBANON
WRITTEN IN
FRENCH AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE
20TH CENTURY

Charles Corm was born in 1894. He was the son of Lebanon’s
first modern painter, Daoud Corm. In 1919, he founded La Revue
Phénicienne, a pioneering Lebanese journal written in French that
officiated as a cultural and political platform for many thinkers
of the period. Following a trip to the United States, Corm became
Ford automobile’s agent for the Middle East. Yet he soon returned
to literature, in 1934 he published the Sacred Mountain (La
Montagne Inspirée), an ode to Lebanon and its independence.
He also contributed to the creation of the National Library and
Museum. In 1939, for the New York World’s Fair, he set up at his
own expense the first Lebanese pavilion celebrating its culture and
history. As the French consul in New York remarked with some
bitterness, the pavilion was far from the area reserved for Europe’s
colonies and no mention was made of France. Until his death in
1963, Corm published numerous essays, short stories and poems.
At the end of the First World War, the Ottoman province of Mount
Lebanon was intent on gaining its independence. With La Revue
Phénicienne, a new generation of Lebanese intellectuals, educated
in the foreign missionary schools and writing in French like
Michel Chiha, Hector Klat, Elie Tyane and Alfred Naccache, sketch
the needs and aspirations of a budding country.
First published in the second quarter of 1919, La Revue Phénicienne
was for a long time hard to find. As early as the fourth issue, the
editor was already offering to buy back the first issue from its
readers. This led many people to believe La Revue Phénicienne
was simply a school of thought or a literary movement. Re printed
in 2010, almost a century after its initial publication, we hope to
make the journal available to an increasing number of scholars
and readers. A source of misunderstandings and misconceptions,
it remains a fascinating snap shot of the period.
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DAMASCUS – A GUIDE
THE FIRST GUIDE DEVOTED TO SYRIA’S CAPITAL

Carole Corm & May Mamarbachi

Carole Corm, cultural editor of ELLE Middle East and Monocle’s
Lebanon correspondent and May Mamarbachi, a leading travel
expert, owner of travel agency Beroia Travel & Tourism, launch the
first travel guide devoted on Damascus, with original city trails,
interviews with locals, full listings and a section authored by world
renown experts on various topics related to the city. The book is set
to launch in November 2010, offering readers an in-depth alterative to
the often staid tourist circuits of the city.

FORMAT 12 x 21 cm / 224 pages / 25 USD
GUIDE / Publication November 2010

Carole Corm says: “For centuries, Damascus - unlike its more business
friendly rival Aleppo - was an inward looking city that closed itself
to the West. Yet in the last ten years, with the gradual economic
liberalization of Syria, Damascus and the Ghuta, its prized green
belt which was once a lush orchard, are changing. You could say our
guide aims to celebrate the city’s treasures, be it its craft tradition, its
baroque palaces or its café culture, before the winds of globalization
transform Damascus.”

May Mamarbachi says: “We wanted to share with the rest of the world the Damascus we know: from the great
craftsmen in the Old City, to the amazing artist studios in the Jewish quarter, to the sublime Mamluk mosques
tucked away in Salihiyya to the street food delights in the Midan. Our book aims to be different, highlighting
aspects that tourist guides often overlook. We’ve also talked to locals who’ve shared their local haunts, and have
enlisted the help of experts from around the world to write about cinema, literature, cuisine, and many other
topics related to Damascus.”
A city of saints and sultans, Damascus’ Old City (a UNESCO World Heritage Site) is said to be the oldest continually
inhabited metropolis in the world with its bustling markets and archaeological treasures standing as testaments
to its 5,000 year history.
From Biblical times to the Art Deco period, Damascus unfurls its various layers of history in the chapters of the
Main Sites and Trails section. Visitors are also guided by locals – from architects to film-makers – who share
their favourite haunts in the Local Insights section. And for those who want to know more about any given
subject, the authors have asked historians, writers, cultural activists and food experts to share their knowledge
on topics ranging from literature, contemporary art and street food in the Further Reading section. Add to that,
their shopping, art galleries, hotels, cafés and restaurant recommendations in the Leisure section, and it will be
hard to leave this eternal city.
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DAMASCUS – A GUIDE
THE FIRST GUIDE DEVOTED TO SYRIA’S CAPITAL

Carole Corm & May Mamarbachi
About the Authors:
Carole Corm is a Lebanese journalist. She is senior editor and
cultural editor of ELLE Middle East and British magazine Monocle’s
Lebanon correspondent. A graduate of Harvard University, she coauthored A Complete Insiders’ Guide to Lebanon in 2008.
May Mamarbachi is a long time Damascus resident with roots in
Aleppo. A graduate of London’s School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS) and Sotheby’s Islamic Art course, she put Syria on
the tourist map with the launch of the city’s first boutique hotel.
In 2008, she brought the Victoria & Albert Museum to Damascus
as part of its Arab Cultural Capital celebrations and today runs
Beroia Travel and Tourism, a travel agency offering cultural tours
of Syria and Lebanon.

FORMAT 12 x 21 cm / 224 pages / 25 USD
GUIDE / Publication November 2010

About the Contributors:
More than 20 experts have contributed articles on Damascus.
Amongst them award winning writer Mary S. Lovell, Professor
Abdul-Karim Rafeq former Chairman of the history department
at the University of Damascus, famed travel writer Brigid Keenan,
Algerian novelist and biographer Waciny Laredj, Khalil Sweileh
editor-in-chief of the Syrian daily Tishrin’s cultural supplement,
historian Andrew K. Arsan currently Post-Doctoral Fellow in Near
Eastern Studies at Princeton University and many many more.
For further information:
Patricia Elias
Editions de la Revue Phénicienne
+961 1 614 860
revuephenicienne@gmail.com
www.revuephenicienne.com
“Damascus – A Guide” can be purchased at major bookstores in
Lebanon and Syria, Virgin Megastore in the UAE and online at
www.antoineonline.com and www.amazon.com
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